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Saturday 31st January 2026 

Hi there, 

We’ve lost Leopardstown and Wetherby today, with the former rescheduled for Monday 

subject to a further inspection on Sunday morning. 

At Sandown the going will be very testing so stamina will be the order of the day. 

I’ve had plenty to say about Dr T J Eckleburg this season and he ran very well for us when a 

40/1 third at Windsor earlier this month (2.02 Sandown). He was second in this race last 

season off 124 and today he runs off 120.  

Five of his eight victories have been on soft ground, with some placed efforts on heavy, and 

at 7/1 with four places if you look around, he represents fair value. 

Of the others there has been money for Jax Junior and Denemethy, but this has probably been 

the long-term target for Dr T J Eckleburg and I expect to see him given a patient ride and then 

come home well up the hill. 

There are only four runners in the Scilly Isles Novices’ Chase, but with £100,000 in prize 

money it has attracted four high-class novice chasers (2.40). 

Of the four I hope to see Sixmilebridge go well for Fergal O’Brien. 

The seven-year-old likes to lead and he has won a bumper here. Kitzbuhel impressed me 

when winning the Kauto Star Novices’ Chase at Kempton while Gordon Elliott’s mare Kala 

Conti receives a handy 7lbs from the three others. 

Miami Magic isn’t out of it in a high-class renewal, but Sixmilebridge was nominated for this 

race a while back and he’ll like the testing ground. 

In the next bottom-weight Sole Solution can give Venetia Williams a welcome winner (3.10). 

The eight-year-old ran a close second at this meeting last year and he’s just 1lb higher here 

today. He likes the testing ground and wears sheepskins for the first time, signalling intent on 

the part of connections. 

Venetia can go close in the finale with Hunter Legend, whose five wins have been in soft or 

heavy ground (3.42). 

https://martenjulian.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=359e102524fb14e339ee61a71&id=56e1be0cae&e=601e2540ab
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At Musselburgh The Kalooki Kid will be trying to win the Scottish Champion Chase for the 

second year in succession, but he is 7lbs higher this time and he has looked held off this mark 

in his runs this season (2.20).  

I suggest Dr T J Eckleburg and Sixmilebridge to win.  

Bye for now 

Marten 
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