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MARTEN'S ANALYSIS FOR TODAY

Friday 9 January 2026
Hi there,

The big race today is the rescheduled Grade 1 Ballymore Novice Hurdle at Naas, which has
attracted a handful of leading contenders for top honours at Cheltenham (1.43).

Saint Baco is more favoured than stable-companion Sortudo in the market - both trained by
Willie Mullins - but I prefer the latter. His form from Cork has been boosted by the runner-up
and he won there is a very good time.

Having said that I see there was money across the board for Saint Baco down to 10/1 second
favourite for the Turners’ yesterday, with Sortudo third in around 14s.

I’1l Sort That has won three times over hurdles, notably a Grade 3 last time out, and he has
also impressed on the clock, while Classical Creek’s form from his victory at Navan has
twice been let down by the runner-up.

I’m not giving a selection here as I’ve not got much of a feel for the Irish novice hurdlers yet,
but I think this will prove a significant guide to the top level and it’s a race to watch with
close interest.

On the AW at Wolverhampton I’ve been waiting for Haziym to hint at a return to form (5.00).
Now rated on 56, having been on 100 when he first arrived from France, he’s not won in the
UK but shaped much better when a strong-finishing third last time out at Kempton.

There has been support for him at long odds.

In the closing bumper at Exeter keep an eye on Mortal Coil (4.05).
I have nothing to back today.

Bye for now

Marten
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